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Ellijay resident Ron Tishaw holds a branch from one of his 
Hemlock trees that’s been infested by the hemlock woolly adel- 

gid, an invasive insect that has now spread throughout North 
Georgia. 

 
 

Gilmer resident on a 
mission to save the hemlocks 

 

By Becky Antworth 

bantworth@timescourier.com 

   An unwanted pest has taken up 

residence in North Georgia. Though 

barely visible to the naked eye. The 

hemlock woolly adelgid threatens to 

change the landscape as we know it. 

   The hemlock woolly adelgid,  

Adelgid tsugae, is a tiny insect that 

feeds on the fluids of hemlock trees.  

The adelgid was introduced to the  

U. S. from Asia in the 1920s and has 

been spreading steadily throughout the 

country  since. Today, trees all over 

North Georgia are being attacked and 

killed.  According to the U. S. Forest 

Service, if the infestation is not con-

trolled, 90 percent of native hemlocks 

in North Georgia could be decimated 

in the next 5 to 10 years. 

   An adelgid attack typically starts on 

the bottom branches and moves 

upward.  Once an insect finds the base 

of a hemlock, it will settle in, feed, and 

lay 100 to 300 eggs.  Eggs will later 

hatch, and the bugs will search out  

their own suitable feeding sites fur- 

ther up the tree. 

   In addition to sucking vital fluids, 

the adelgid may also inject toxins into  

the tree, accelerating needle drop and 

branch death.  Infested hemlocks typi-

cally die within four years of first 

infestation. 

  Hemlocks suffering from an adelgid 

infestation often have a grayish-green 

appearance.  The little white clumps 

that can be seen clinging to the under-

side of the branches are the egg sacs 

holding the next generation’s attackers. 

   Ron Tishaw has several infested 

trees at his house in Ellijay. 

 

   See Hemlocks, page 2B 

 
 

 


