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Newsletter
2015 A Summer Save Georgiabds eml o
Hemlock Ha ppenings is an
enewsletter for members, donors, and ﬁfierla'JKE & HELP TH_E I_!EMLOCKS SEPT. 26
of Save Georgiads> gERSIN@PS o Hentc
hemlock news, service and educat on%aCKaye Trall Association are teaming
opportunities, technical updates, and al O/ annual Hike and Help the Hemioc
A | pat Lake Winfield Scott .Campground. [}
nouncements. f youdd I ik Sssed #3m l_ﬁgH\‘:‘%ﬂggl Wt Pen clitita
article or announcement, please send it ich runs off Highway 60 near Suches.
thee-mail addr_esksalow.Your feedback i§ 11 morning will offer a choice of two a
always appreciated. You can take an educational -feietityly hi
led by BMTA members through some wi
News from the front woods where youol IR Photc;;)yjémthony scer
The woods are full of challenges, opportyinif &M @ bit about the efforts being made ¥RSE% L .
and questions. As we saw lastapetiner tl e hemlocks in the Chattahoochee _Natlonal Forest. Or you can partlc_lpate in aservice |
very cold winter caused a good setback [of mgh SGH' and_the US Forest Service to treat (or reigem)l premlocks in designated
adelgids at high elevations; a late spring cGRnServation sites within the campground. ,
tributed to delaying the first generation of HWAN €N weol 1 ~all come toget her -afdeanps|pi cn
a bit; and plentiful rainfall supported a lot pf rfé\wlgzitlons_, and_ plenty of time to get to know other good folks wh_o Iovg the ou_tdoc rs. Partic
growth on healthy t@ell good news. must register in advance and let us know whether_y_ou w_ant _to hiké cmtkmt\_/tmp:s D I
But herebds somet h i bR %eat 311@9? q@%ﬂ&g@mgﬁ fprlmgps, d{lvmgedwectmns, and other information.
adelgids made their usual comeback in |man ust ~off your boots, pack a sack |u
places, some areas shdessbvidence of d_ nks and dessert. Dn_vmg directions anq other detal!s are posted on Fhe SGH and BMT
HWA, and it is thought to be due to the pﬁst_esSp_ace may be limited, so please register démlyreglstratlo_n and details:
gressively poorer condition of untreated trdbd’ r_e_atmg treed call 70&298010_ormall donna@_savegeorglashemIocks.org
that cannot support a robust adelgid popt |atm)¢||k|ngé call 706363499 or-eail rshbomta@gmail.com
In north central and northeast counties t
difference between treated and untreated tr FSMLOCK HELP PROGRAM EXPANDING PARTNERSHIP WITH USFS G ROWING . .
can readiy be observed. Many more free®S Of the end of |20Singe 2018 Sal as heenmorsingfwithH e
along waterways have died because of lhck6pgram is active throughout the 19 nothhe U. S. Forest §ervi
treatment or a #fdo¢udserda coupisspyitRinathe ptive hegide groundo to tfreat
Rosellinimeedle blight (see page 2), Wfiicﬁang_e where HWA has been confirmed, andted hemlock conservation areas of the
could lead to serious implications for thé trhyf I S year wedve ble Ehattaobchae Natiangl Fdfestndndfie RS
streams. In some areas severe storms|hablinics and Facilitator Training for all fhoper 0j ect's weove cofmpl e
brought down so many large dead brapchgRuUnties, with extra emphasis on the moe nt wor t hos |l eadejr s hi
and trees that access to freatment ardas "ecently infested communities. District, 284 volunteers have contrltiuted
difficult. These trends are expected to ogcy 1,785 hours and treated or retreated 4,026
the northwest counties as the HWA prob hemlocks.
worsens there.
On the bright side, treated hemlocks conti
to thrive; more property owners are being
active in taking care of their trees; more|tr
ment options are becoming available | (4
pages 3 and 4); and we continue to faise ;
awareness through our educational efforfs. Blit addition, having received several repprt
we need more voluntetasmeet the level af suspected HWA infestation in the Atlantg
service currently needed, engage in movee began to reach out there, starting wi
shared opportunities with other nonprofits gmeésentation at Fernbank Museum of Nat i
youth groups, and increase our capacijty ltistory this spring, and will be increasing [®Kefiield family treating trees at Blackwell Crieek
undertake new initiatives, some of which are
mentioned in this news|Btese join us! Cont6d on next palg€ontdd on next pajge
Hemlock Help L$&064298010 www.savegeorgiashemlocks.org donna@savegeorgiashemlocks.org
If you wish to unsubscribe to-tbitee please use abovea® i | address and put AUnsubscrt
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CALENDAR CORNER

Here are the classes, festivals, hemlock piojetiemlock Help Program Expanding

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1
Partnership with USFS Growing

and other events currently scheduled for thevareness and education efforts in that directidiwo more treatment projects are schedpiled in

remainder of FY 2015. Please séentie
ule of Eventpage of our web site for ti
places, details for class registration or vol
sigrup, and more activities that may be 3
to the schedule during the fall.

Sun., Sept. @ SGH exhibit and brief
messageat Lake Rabun Associati
meeting in Lakemont

Tues, Sept. IdHemlock Help Clinior
Cherokee County Master Gardenerstin Ca

Sat., Sept. 286 SGHBMTA Annual Hike &
Help the Hemlockimcluding a hemlock tre
ment project with the U.S. Forest Service
Lake Winfield Scott Campground and a
friendly hike led by members of the B
MacKaye Trail Association.

Sat., Oct. 8 Marble FestivaHELPERS
NEEDED to staff the SGH informd
booth in Jasper

Sat., Oct. ® Indian Summer Festival
HELPERS NEEDED to staff the SGH
formation booth in Suches

Sat., Oct. 8 Foxfire Mountaineer Festi
val: HELPERS NEEDED to staff the §
information booth in Clayton

Sat., Oct. 26 Hemlock Help Clinic &
Facilitator Trainino Clarkesville

Sun., Oct. 2% SGH Leadership Tean
fall meetingn Dahlonega

Sat., Nov. 3SGH presentati@nt Ben
Lake & Wildlife meeting in Jasper, to in
information on the hemlocks, pine beetle
native plants

Sat., Nov. 14 USFSSGH hemlock project:
HELPERNEEDEI[Db treat hemlocks at Ro
Creek near Sushe

Sat., Nov. 28 USFSSGH hemlock project:
HELPERSIEEDEDO treat hemlocks in

going forward.
S, Besides geography, the scope of our pr
unteas expanded as well to include hemloc]
ddéor municipalities such as the treatment of

Gilmer County, several sapling rescue arf
ting projects, increased support for DNR
bn Parks, and targeted outreach to groups s

And next year we are planning several
categories of education and service that
intdoe veryexciting, so stay tuned for our
newsletterJ

In the meanti me,
at- a presentation for your group, partic
inthea hemlock treatment or sapling re
famitpject, request help for your hemlock
enterplore any of the dozens of ways td
gage your interests and talents as a v
teer, please call the Hemlock Help
7064298010 to let us know of your in
est. Everyonesan help, andll help is
greatly appreciated!

Citizen Scientists called to action
For the third yea
. hemlocks afflicted with a fungusReaiginia
tI0Reedle blight. Starting in early surcasest
needle browning followed by defoliatig
random patches to branches to whole
.Most often found on smaller hemlocks or
1 i5wer branches of larger ones, it favors
conditions such as along waterways or in

N\
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Symptoms include light chocolate brown |ne
matted together at crazy angles.
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cludévhileRosellinia | o n e

d o &idl n

ck treatments (or lack there@)0 r e

Master Gardeners and real estate profesgio

stands with reduced light and air circulation.

5, dadie hemlocks, it dalhsmaller ones and
hasten the demise of hemlocks with adelgids.green foliage with light green spring tip drowth,
To help us map the distribution and severityaBfl no adelgids or fungus), they should bg fine.
this problem and follow the progress of v
as

teers to serveo serx
us photos and | oca
up, youodl |l be recg
A shortly; and if

y q uthisiyeamay ki due to ia gery avet wint

the Blue Ridge District thid yese Winfiel

k héleek on November 14. And beginning
almest 6r e pl eased to

Little Rock Cr., G
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€N\e always need a good group of volu

DIURS} these fardir i endl y out
L INGnd of person who would enjoy spending
€ime in the woods with other nature lover

ing a picnic around a waterfall or other

youdre helping to
tant trees in the forest, call the Hemloc
Linerv0829801 0cand comevjeirous e s

Hemlock needles falling

N %ig you notice a heavy fall of green ne
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Jim Reich shot this photo on their deck in J

bgr&tott Campground on September 26 and Rock

is fall,
anno

500 trees around the Whitepath Golf Courrsesémving the Chattooga River Ranger Digtrict in
d pairtheast Georgia, with our first project n that
Statea planned for November 21.

nteers

i ngs
some
, Shar-
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scenery, and reaping the satisfaction of kipowing
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ne.

gﬁ ﬁjm your hemlocks in late spring this year? If
, youodre not al g
moIs

Lne.

edles., . .
%the a few people contacted us sayin

had never seen this before and were vel
o eemed. Byt APt Woyry. As long as th
locks are healthy (good needle density,

ariole 6ve been told t
i lilespan wf@ Icawple-years, after which th
optished jofy amchrepleced by newineedl

t noamal procesp that appens every sari
efallMtiis theught zhat the iheandet tham usy

they

con-
hem-
dark

hat
y are
i a
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Chattooga River District hemlock conservatiie to or if you think you have this problgm sipported increased production of new needles.

area in northeast Georgia

your property, please let us know.

Let us know what you observe this f
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Hemlock Camp Meeting brings
hopeful news

On June 7, 130 participants and guests
ered at the ETC Pavilion beside the be

g

Ath-
tiful

Coosawattee River in Ellijay for this furr
educational event to celebrate and preseivd
magnificent hemlock. Everyone enjoyegl

great music Bpwntown Ragd the goadm-

and

ks.

the
the

pany of friends who care about the hemlog

#= Downtow

n Roy

the river, make giant bubbles with Wynn
and browse the information exhibits provi
participants in our Friends Circle. They in}
Gilmer County Beekeepers, Benton Ma

Trail Association, Garden Club of Ellijay, Ap
chian Trail Club, O2YS Corporation, M
Gardeners of Gilmer County, Georgia D
ment of Natural Resources, Leave No

Center for Outdoor Ethics, Trees Atlanta,
Club, and U.S. Forest Service.

Lunch was delicious food cater@dbhuy |

Barbecyglus wonderful potluck covered dishe
~— — T _‘ - 3 »i‘

€ 0

After lunch our keynote speaker Dr. R
McDonald, winner of many research awar

founder of Symbiont Biological Pest Mand

ment near Boone, NC, shared a very h

message about the growing impact of biglo

controls on HWA populations in the forest.

Dr. McDonald explained that the collectig
laboratomgaising of several species of preq
beetles native to Asia have been under W
more than a decade, but the process is
intensive and very expensive. He also stat
the Asian beetl es/q
tion when released in the wild have not b
successful as was hoped.

Then he introduced us to a predator

called_aricobius nigrinas Lari, that has begn
confirmed to be native to the Pacific Northyve:

the U.S. and appears to be at least p

of the country.

Like the Asian beetles, Lari feeds only or]

gids but has the added benefits of easier acciskind ways to make predator beetles
reliable sources more available for appropri-

for collection, not requiringpiliibg, demon-|
strating good rates of reproduction and dig
in the wild, and feeding voraciously from G
to May, long after the-fselying species hawt
stopped.

aving made dozens of collection trips
SSeattle area and having released thousa
Lari beetles around the Boone, NC are
Mc Donald reported
and natural dispersion have established

nigrinusbeetle in a 5,000 mile radius afeaa t e d

roughly 40 mile in every direction from Grj
ther Mountain and spreading 2+ miles
fronteach year. o

And he had still more good newg tship meeting on October 25 or call

share.

rggfonsible for the health of the hemlocks|in

e

He told us about another predator beet

dis-

covered in 2006 in the Pacific Northwest called

Scymnus coniferaravsummer predator that

feeds on the second generation of adglgids.
Approved by APHIS in 2012 for release pn the

forest, this beetle is a good complement fto
since it doasellon bluffs, rocky outcroppi
mountain ridges, along rocky creeks/rivefs,

Lari

S,

and

in windy areas where there is no needle duff

ich Lari needs to pupate).

ee}@port from Dr. McDonald, our good frieng

He
cI)-|opefully, the in
4 redatory insects, along with other eff

trol the populations of hemlock wooll
gids, will result in thederrg solution for saj

rti

adebur printed materials than we currently do.

persaite release sites onfeoleral and netate
ctobgaroperties in Georgia.

predator beet jabsigg

fo theand begin to supply them locally.

nds 6fur Board received these ideas with
h, iterest and committed to do serious rese
t umdenstand thie Rasyingleyels of sime,scos
thepower, expertise, and other requirements
with each. I
andifughts on any of these initiatives or

f

S

on the Hemlock Help Line -/A238010.
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Reflecting on the very encouraging pr@gress
Ralph
kler captured our shared hopes beagitifully:
trood

DIts to
adel-

ing these majestic and ecologically vauable

1 Learn as much as we can about beetlds and
other neohemical controls and include more
information about them on our web sitefand in

from

b { Establish a few of our own field insectafies for
t hat

great
arch to

InNgaB-
ASSOCI-

et in-
bn \gilved with the research and/or implemegtation,
we invite you to attend our next Leadér-

trees in our foregts.
For more on the Hemlock Camp Meeting and
Dr. McDonal dbs megsage
Other Articles onl@asourcepage.
Some thoughts for the future
During an informal gathering after HCM, Dr.
McDonald suggested 3 ways SGH couldjplay a
larger role with the biological controls for HWA:

y
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