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Hemlock Treatment at Frank Gross Campground 
Project Details 

 
 

DATE: Tuesday, March 31, 2015 

 

EVENT: Volunteer hemlock treatment project with the U. S. Forest 

Service in the Frank Gross Campground hemlock 

conservation area.  It’s in Union County on Rock Creek Rd / 

Forest Service Rd 69, off Highway 60 north of Suches.  See 

map on next page. 

 

WHERE TO 
MEET: At the campground on Forest Service Rd 69, a mile past the Fish Hatchery.  There will be  

 directional signs along the road. 

 

SCHEDULE: 10:00 a.m. – Hemlock helpers will receive a short orientation about the area you’ll be working in, 

condition of the hemlocks, the treatment process, and safety reminders.  You’ll be organized into 

small teams including at least one experienced SGH Facilitator per team, receive your equipment 

and supplies, walk a short distance to your treatment sites, and begin treating hemlocks. 

 We’ll be treating or re-treating a total of 57 pre-tagged hemlocks, applying Imidacloprid by soil 

injection.  The terrain is terrain is flat to gently rolling. 

Mid-day – Sack lunch beside Little Rock Creek. 

2:00 p.m. – We should be finished and cleaned up by this time. 

 

WHAT TO 

WEAR: Dress for the weather and the activity, including sturdy footgear with socks, long pants and long  

 sleeves.  Hard hats and nitrile gloves will be provided. 
 

CAMPING & 

AMENITIES: Anyone who wishes to camp the night before the project may do so in the Frank Gross  

 Campground.  They don’t take reservations; it’s first come, first served, but that shouldn’t be a  

 problem on a Monday night.  There is a comfort station at the site. 

 

WHAT TO 

BRING: Pack a sack lunch and personal water bottle, insect repellant and sun screen if you need it, a  

 camera if you like, and a small day pack to carry everything in.  We’ll provide some snacks, extra  

 bottled water and dessert.  If you’re allergic to bee stings, bring whatever you need to manage. 

 

 Children K – 12 are welcome but will need to stay with their parents at all times.  We won’t be  

 doing anything that would be dangerous to them, but we will be in the woods and near a stream. 
 

WHAT NOT 

TO BRING: This is an environmentally-friendly, pack-it-in pack-it-out event, so please don’t bring any glass  

 or styrofoam items.  Also, as much as we love dogs, please don’t bring them this time. 
 

QUESTIONS: Call Donna at 706-429-8010 before you get to the forest service roads – there’s no cell phone 

reception in the outback. 
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Driving Directions 

Frank Gross Campground HCA is off Highway 60, north of Suches.  You access it from Rock Creek Road (Forest 

Service Rd. 69) that goes to the fish hatchery.  Rock Creek Road / FS 69 is the purple dot on the map below. 

From Atlanta take GA 400 north until it ends, turn left on Highway 60 to Dahlonega, and then follow the 

instructions from Dahlonega below. 

From Dahlonega take Highway 60 north 15 miles to Suches.  Continue on Highway 60 north for about 12 miles 

to Rock Creek Rd. 

From Blairsville take the Blue Ridge Highway west 7.4 miles.  Turn left onto Skeenah Gap Rd. and go 7.8 miles.  

Turn left onto Highway 60 and go 3.5 miles to Rock Creek Rd. 

From Blue Ridge take Highway 76 east and go 4 miles.  Turn right onto Highway 60 south and follow it 16.4 

miles to Rock Creek Rd. 

At the intersection of Highway 60 and Rock Creek Rd., there’s a big brown Forest Service sign pointing to the 

Fish Hatchery.  Turn onto Rock Creek Rd. (FS 69). 

 After 1.1 mile the pavement ends, and it become FS 69. 

 Continue straight on FS 69 for 2.8 miles to Shady Grove Baptist Church on the right. 

 Stay straight on FS 69 for 1 mile and pass the Fish Hatchery. 

 Go 1 more mile, and you’ll arrive at the campground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A more detailed map and additional information about the campground are on the pages that follow.   

You can also go to this web site:   

http://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/conf/recreation/camping-cabins/recarea/?recid=10526&actid=29  
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